October 31, 2021
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Month of November the Four Last Things and
a Special Time to Remember the Holy Souls
As we enter a new month, I would like to touch upon two important teachings of the Church of which she reminds us every
November: 1) The Four Last Things, and 2) praying for the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
1) November is the last month on the Church calendar. In 2021 the new Church year begins on Sunday, November 28.
Since every November marks the end of a Church year, the closing of a period of time, the Church uses that reality, a
coming to an end, to remind us of our pending end, our mortality. One expression that the Church provides as a reminder
of her teaching on this is “The Four Last Things:” death, judgment, heaven, hell. It is a part of our Faith that every human
being will experience three of those four: 1) death, 2) judgment, 3) heaven or hell. Reminding us of this might seem
pessimistic, but it is actually realistic, an act of caring, and act of concern, helping us to prepare for eternity. It is always
wise to prepare for the inevitable. From a Catholic perspective, this means seeking to live and die in right relation to God,
obeying Him, serving Him and neighbor. If we strive to live our lives in right relation with Him, our peace of mind will
continue to grow as we live our very brief life here on earth, because we’re on the path that leads to heaven. We should
strive to fear only one of the Four Last Things, obviously, hell. With Jesus’ mercy and grace and our “yes” to His will
throughout our days, we can attain that peace of mind here in this valley of tears and then, an eternal home in His kingdom.
2) Among the most disputed teachings of the Church is that of Purgatory. Why? I believe that one reason for that is, the
word is not found in the Bible. Then again, neither are the words “Trinity” and “Incarnation,” two fundamental Mysteries
for all Christians. Catholics are to embrace the Church’s teaching on Purgatory in the same way as her teachings about the
Trinity and the Incarnation.
In the remaining space I would like to briefly summarize in my own words, striving to be faithful, what the Church teaches
us about Purgatory. For more details please see the Catechism, paragraphs #1030-1032.
For us to have any hope of attaining heaven we must die in right relation with God, what the Church refers to as “in the
state of grace,” spiritually alive in God’s grace, zero mortal (deadly) sins on our souls. (1 John 5:16-17) If we die with
no deadly sins on our souls, we are assured of heaven. However, what if we do have small sins, venial sins, still on our
souls when we die? What if we haven’t made reparation for the sins we have confessed? What if we cling to worldly
attachments? Nothing unclean shall enter heaven. (Rev. 21:27) All the saints in heaven are perfectly pure. Think of it.
Since heaven is for-ev-er, wouldn’t we want to be perfectly pure and with no worldly attachments? Who wants to drag
around any crud through eternity?! Of course we would want to be cleaned up, to be purged of any and all impurities.
THAT’S an image of Purgatory. Purgatory is NOT a final opportunity for us to get right with God. We must repent before
we breathe our last breath. Purgatory is yet another instance of God’s loving care for us, preparing us for eternity with Him.
We can and should help the souls in Purgatory to shorten their temporary separation from God. We can help them through
our prayers, especially the most powerful prayer, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. This is the main reason why we offer
Masses “for the repose of the souls of…” Souls in heaven don’t need prayer. Prayers for souls in hell do them no good.
So, why pray for the deceased? We pray to aid the souls who are in Purgatory, to hasten their goal of the eternal vision of
the Blessed Trinity. (We can also help the Holy Souls in Purgatory by obtaining indulgences for them. Since there’s not
enough room to treat that topic here, please see the Catechism #1471ff for more details on that.)

What if the person for whom we pray is not in Purgatory? Prayer is never wasted. God can apply the fruits of our prayer to
another person who needs them. That then remains an act of charity on our part, maybe applied to another family member
or friend or even for someone whom we have never met. By the way how does Purgatory fit in with the Four Last Things?
Purgatory is not a part of the last things, because it is temporary. It will one day cease to exist, whereas heaven and hell are
eternal. All souls in Purgatory will spend eternity in heaven.

On a personal note, regarding Purgatory, how I approach this very important teaching of the Church.
1) I accept this teaching 100%. Jesus gave the Church His authority to teach and the Church has taught this from the
beginning.
2) I did go to confession very recently. (Thanks be to God for His mercy and His grace, His strength, that we receive
in the Sacrament.) So, I sincerely hope that I am in the state of grace at this moment. However, I know that I have
committed venial sins since then. I don’t believe my soul is perfectly pure at this moment. Am I ready for heaven yet?
3) My dad died in 1985. My mom died in 1999, and other family members over the years. I still pray for the repose of
their souls, hopeful that they are with Our Lord in His embrace. I can’t say for sure. So, I still seek to help them, and
others in any way I can. May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.
–Fr. Michael

Weekly Schedule:

Sunday, October 31

Jer 31:7-9 / Heb 5:1-6 / Mk 10:46-52
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass

Deceased Legion of Mary
Members
8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
Karen Koester
10:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions
Monday, November 1

St. Raphael Counseling provides clinical counseling for
individuals, children, teens, couples and families. Our
office is located at St. Anthony’s Parish Center in
Sterling. Please call Dr. Dianna Haas, LPC at
(970)520-9697 or Michelle Long at (970)520-9064 to
schedule an appointment.
Baptism: All parents and godparents will participate in a class with a
walk through with the priest or deacon prior to scheduling a baptism.
Please call the parish office to sign up.

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14 / 1 Jn 3:1-3 / Mt 5:1-12a
ALL SAINTS
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Philosophy Seminarians

Sacrament of Marriage: Notify the Parish office eight months in
advance of proposed marriage date to allow for adequate preparation.

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Parish office if someone is ill,
homebound, or in need of the sacrament.

Deceased Catholic Daughters
Members

Tuesday, November 2

Wis 3:1-9 / Rom 6:3-9 / Jn 6:37-40
The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Theology Seminarians
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Hours – Associates of the Sisters
of St. Francis-All welcome (lift door of Parish Center)

5:30 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Dan Etl

7:00 p.m. Bingo (Knights of Columbus Hall)

Wednesday, November 3 Rom 13:8-10 / Lk 14:25-33
Saint Martin de Porres, Religious
Vocational Intention - 3rd & 4th Year Theology Seminarians

9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (lift door of Parish Center)
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass Vin, Walt, & Mary Unrein

Quinceañera Ministry: Please call Caroline Lopez 970-522-9438 for
any questions or interest in celebration. Notify at least one year in
advance of proposed date for adequate preparation.
St. Anthony Pastoral Council Members:
Eddie Baughman 380-7224, Cyler Beeson 719-349-2050,
Mike Ehrmann 522-3430, Bernice Reed 580-1162,
Mark Unrein 522-6221, Bobbi Zen 520-4696.
St. Anthony Finance Council Members: Greg Etl 522-7960,
Kristie Mari 520-1770, Ron Marostica, and Dan Helgoth.
St. Patrick’s Circle Prayer Chain: If you know of a need or concern,
call one of the following numbers: 522-3150 or 522-4528. Prayer
requests will be confidential.

Thursday, November 4

Rom 15:14-21 / Lk 15:1-10
Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Mike Shonka

Friday, November 5

Rom 15:14-21 / Lk 16:1-8
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

St. Anthony of Padua, Sterling

Margaret Facchinello

Saturday, November 6

Rom 16:3-9, 6, 22-27 / Lk 16:9-15
Vocation Intention - 1st & 2nd Year College Seminarians

8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
All Souls Novenas
3:30 p.m. St. Anthony Confessions
5:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass
All Souls Novenas

Last week’s collection:
Maintenance collection:

$7204.00
$ 720.00

We ask that you PLEASE use a separate check for Maintenance
donations because those contributions go into a different bank
account. Thank you.

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
10:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass

All Souls Novenas
All Souls Novenas
Delores Padilla
All Souls Novenas

Office Hours:

Kit Kruger, Kim (Unrein) Roth, Melvin Gardner,
Charles D. Wolfe, Jennie Blea, Jackie Kaus,
Deacon Ron Michieli, Gail Noisat,
Jerry and Margi Samber, John Hradecky, Ralph Lopez,
Rick Vogel, Bryan Clark, Ron Weingardt,
Mark Brady, Sherrill Brammer, Irene Geron, Lydia Rees
To add someone, please contact the parish office at (970)522-6422.
Due to limited space, names will remain on the list two weeks, then
may be removed as necessary. Please clip and save for your use.

Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 12:00p.m., & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Phone number (970)522-6422
St. Anthony’s Parish Library and Religious store is
open during normal parish office hours.

Please join us for a Holy Hour
and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament Sunday, November 7th,
at 3:00 pm, in St. Anthony Church.
PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE
Catholic Daughters will meet Monday,
November 8, 2021, at 6:00 pm at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in order to
allow members to attend the Rosary for
Joan Montgomery.
St. Anthony Parish is in need of Sacristans. If you were
a Sacristan prior to the Covid shut down and would like
to continue, please call the parish office. If being a
Sacristan is something you would like to do, please call
the office to get signed up. We will be offering training classes for
those just starting out, and also for those who need a refresher.
A Family Advent Adventure is coming!
Please mark your calendars for
November 28th and watch the bulletin
for updates as it gets closer. You won’t
want to miss this!

Let us remember these sick and suffering:

Sunday, November 7

1 Kgs 17:10-16 / Heb 9:24-28 /
Mk 12:38-44
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

Eucharistic Adoration
Come, spend an hour in adoration of
Our Lord Jesus
in the Most Blessed Sacrament.
Beginning after Noon Mass Friday,
November 5th, and ending with the
start of 8:00 am Mass Saturday, November 6th.
To ensure each hourly period is covered, please
sign the sheet located at the back of the church.

Prayers and Condolences are offered to
the family of Peggy Willams. May she
rest in peace.

We would like to thank
Lisa Kukura and Lori Hulbert for visiting us
earlier this week. If you missed the
presentation and would like a FREE wills
guide, or learn more, please reach out to the
team at The Catholic Foundation by calling
303-468-9885 or visiting
www.TheCatholicFoundation.com.

Don’t forget to change your
clocks Saturday night,
November 6th. Remember its
“Fall Back” one hour!

St. Catherine of Siena, Iliff
www.saintcatherinesiliff.org

Sunday-November 7, 2021 10:00 AM
EMHC* – Brenda Huss
Lector – Teresa Stieb
Servers – Ethan Gerk, Jordan Gerk, Austin Gerk
Last week’s collection: $ 895.00
*Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
St. Catherine Finance Council Members: Randy Gerk 520-1697,
Tom Huss 520-0789, and Sarah Lueck 580-4222

Sacred Heart, Peetz
www.sacredheartpeetz.org

Sunday-November 7, 2021 8:00 AM
LectorServers –
Offertory –

Last week’s collection: $1014.01
Sacred Heart Finance Council Members: Randy Fehringer 520-6656
Evelyn Gardiner 334-2219, and Phil Schumacher 334-2442

St. Patrick’s Parish
Autumn Festival
November 7th, 2021
1039 14th Ave, Sidney, NE
*Silent Auction *Bingo *Raffle*
Raffle tickets $1 each or 6 for $5
(Need not be present to win)
*Grand Prize 50” 4K Smart TV*
Many other wonderful Prizes
Turkey Dinner served from
11:00 am-2:00 pm
Adults $8.00, Seniors $7.00,
Children 4-12 $3.00
To go orders add $2.00
Advertiser of the Week:

Bulletin deadline is Thursday at 4:00 PM. Please email
announcements to parish@saintanthonyssterling.org

Knights of Columbus
Council #1559
deacon Michael Tran and
seminarian Thomas Pueyo
will be here celebrating mass on
November 6th and 7th , and to Support
the seminarians, a German ThemeD
Meal is being offered

When: November 6, After 5pm Mass
Where: Parish Center Cafeteria
Menu: German Sausage,( Rudy Michieli Recipe), Sauerkraut, Cabbage Pockets,
Potatoes, dessert(something German!), and to drink, coffee, iced tea, & water.
Community fun and visiting included for free.

Free will Donations going to:
The Seminarians & To Local Families in need

Join Us At the Parish Center Cafeteria for fellowship and good food.
Bring family and friends, it’s open to all.

Knights of Columbus Council #1559
Fellow Knights we could use your help.
We start at 3pm with setup.
Contact: Mike Miller (970)520-0362
or Chip Steger (970)580-8755
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Thank you to all the
Bulletin Sponsors!
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Pregnant?
Need help?
Call Project Gabriel
1-800-713-3021

Please name
The Catholic
Foundation in your
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of our parishes.
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