March 20, 2022
Third Sunday of Lent

Woof! Woof!
Considering the main topic of this reflection, I will once again begin with a reminder of God’s bottomless mercy,
for all who turn away from sin and return to Him. Even now return to me with your whole heart,...return to the Lord,
your God, For he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting in punishment.
(Joel 2:12a,13b) Even now we can return to Him, if we make the wise choice, preferring His embrace over our
embrace of our sins. We must fight the temptation that we are able to embrace both. We can’t. We can only choose
one. We must choose wisely. (I will repeat this introductory paragraph in future reflections so that we never doubt
or forget God’s passion to forgive us if, if we choose His way.) Now, on to the topic at hand.
In our March 13 bulletin reflection I promised to share with you more about the Church’s teaching on sin. Someone
might say, “Sin. AGAIN?” Yes, again. I do so because Lent is a time when we are reminded by the Church to focus
even more closely on our mortality and on Jesus’ (and the Apostles’ and the pr ophets’) call to repentance.
It is also the duty of bishops and priests to echo the Lord’s teachings, to care for souls.
Consider this analogy. An M.D. cares for our bodies. If an M.D. does not warn a patient of physically dangerous
behavior, that doctor is an incompetent and is unfaithful to his calling and can be held responsible when the patient’s
health fails. If we priests fail to warn people of spiritually dangerous behavior, we are incompetent and unfaithful
to our calling and the consequences for the people AND for the priest are far worse than physical death. We will
have to answer for these souls at our judgment. This is summed up very well in the Bible, especially in the Book of
the Prophet Ezekiel.
Thus the word of the Lord came to me: Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel. When
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall warn them for me. If I say to the wicked man, You shall surely die; and
you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his wicked conduct so that he may live: that wicked man
shall die for his sin, but I will hold you responsible for his death. If, on the other hand, you have warned the wicked
man, yet he has not turned away from his evil nor from his wicked conduct, then he shall die for his sin, but you
shall save your life. If a virtuous man turns away from virtue and does wrong when I place a stumbling block before
him, he shall die. He shall die for his sin, and his virtuous deeds shall not be remembered; but I will hold you
responsible for his death if you did not warn him. When, on the other hand, you have warned a virtuous man not to
sin, and he has in fact not sinned, he shall surely live because of the warning, and you shall save your own life.
(Ezekiel 3:17-21)
His [the Lord's] watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark;
dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. (Isaiah 56:10 RSV – CE Bible)
I take Our Lord’s words very seriously, not only for my immortal soul but for the eternal good of others too, i.e., for
love of neighbor. Therefore, I “bark,” and do so without apology. We need to repent.
Too few in our world ever bother to consider the problem of the reality of sin and I find that to be very frightening
because sin is no small matter. Its consequences can be eternal; not for a mere 80, 90, 100 years, but forever. (More
on mortal sin next week or so.) We can focus too much on this world and not nearly enough on God and eternity.
Pope Francis addressed this problem of the world’s spiritual blindness in a 2014 homily: “When the Kingdom of
God is forgotten, when the Kingdom of God diminishes, one of the signs is a loss of the sense of sin. When you lose
the sense of sin, you also lose the sense of the Kingdom of God and in its place, the Pope said, there emerges an
anthropological vision according to which I can do anything.” Pope Francis quoted a famous phrase used by
Pope Pius XII in 1946: "The greatest sin today is that men have lost the sense of sin.” The denial of sin.
May all of us regain that sense of sin. May we come to our senses and return to our loving Lord to receive not only
His mercy in order to forgive our sins, but also to receive His grace which we need in order to fight temptation and
to grow in holiness for the rest of our lives and thereby make it home safely to His eternal kingdom.
I plan to continue this reflection in the coming weeks’ bulletins. Wishing us all abundant Lenten blessings.
-Father Michael
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians
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Our Mission: May Christ’s grace renew us
to exercise His gifts. (see Rom 12:4-6)
Very Rev. Michael Bodzioch
Rev. Enrique Salazar
Deacon Ronald Michieli
326 South 3rd St.
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For Sacramental Emergencies,
please call (970)520-3628.
Church Email: parish@saintanthonyssterling.org
Church Website: www.saintanthonyssterling.org

Holy Mass

Saturday Vigil .……...…..…….…........5:00 p.m.
Sunday.............................7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
Domingo (en Español)…..................12:00 p.m.
Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri.……………......12:00 p.m.
Tue...................................................5:30 p.m.
Saturday……..….……...…...…………..8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday………………………......….... 3:30 p.m.
and 30 minutes before scheduled Masses
First Friday—Eucharistic Exposition

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
Don Mildenberger
8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass Parishioners of all 3 parishes
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
Marilyn & Delmar Krier
10:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass Peggy Zink
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp.Mass Maria & Peter Lopez
Monday, March 21

2 Kngs 5:1-15ab / Lk 4:24-30
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Philosophy Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Delores Padilla

Tuesday, March 22

Dn 3:25, 34-43 / Mt 18:21-35
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Theology Seminarians
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Hours – Associates of the Sisters of
St. Francis-All welcome (lift door - Parish Center)

5:30 p.m. St. Anthony Mass Dan Etl
7:00 p.m. Bingo (Knights of Columbus Hall)
Wednesday, March 23

Dt4:1, 5-9 / Mt 5:17-19
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
Vocational Intention - 3rd & 4th Year Theology Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass Kimberly Mari
Thursday, March 24

Jer 7:23-28 / Lk 11:14-23
St. Oscar Romero, Bishop & Martyr
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Sharon & Eugene Grotts

Friday, March 25 Is 7:10-14, 8:10 / Heb 10:4-10 / Lk 1:26-38
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass Betty Sewald & Helen Callow
5:00 p.m. Knights Fish Fry Parish Center cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross led by Knights of Columbus

St. Raphael Counseling provides clinical counseling for
individuals, children, teens, couples and families. Our
office is located at St. Anthony’s Parish Center in
Sterling. Please call Dr. Dianna Haas, LPC at
(970)520-9697 to schedule an appointment.
Baptism: All parents and godparents will participate in a class with a
walk through with the priest or deacon prior to scheduling a baptism.
Please call the parish office to sign up.
Sacrament of Marriage: Notify the Parish office eight months in
advance of proposed marriage date to allow for adequate preparation.
Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Parish office if someone is ill,
homebound, or in need of the sacrament.
Quinceañera Ministry: Please call Caroline Lopez 970-522-9438 for
any questions or interest in celebration. Notify at least one year in
advance of proposed date for adequate preparation.
St. Anthony Pastoral Council Members:
Eddie Baughman, Cyler Beeson, Mike Ehrmann,
Bernice Reed, Mark Unrein, & Bobbi Zen.
St. Anthony Finance Council Members: Greg Etl, Kristie Mari,
Ron Marostica, and Dan Helgoth.
St. Patrick’s Circle Prayer Chain: If you know of a need or concern,
call one of the following numbers: 522-3150 or 425-2107. Prayer
requests will be confidential.

St. Anthony of Padua, Sterling
Last Week’s collection:
Maintenance collection:

$ 6,300.00
$ 750.00

We ask that you PLEASE use a separate check for Maintenance
donations because those contributions go into a different bank
account. Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
Fridays until April 8th
5:00 pm-6:30 pm
Parish Center Cafeteria
Please note: There is no Fish Fry on Good Friday

Join us for Stations of the Cross each
Friday during Lent. Stations start at
7:00 pm, in St. Anthony’s Church.
St. Anthony’s will have a
Penance Service Thursday,
March 31, at 6:30 pm.

St. Catherine of Siena, Iliff
www.saintcatherinesiliff.org

Last week’s collection: $661.00

Sunday, March 27, 2022 8:00 am
EMHC* – Don Stieb
Lector – Jodi Kippes
Servers – Faye Lueck, Jenna Lueck,
Aniston Marostica
Gift Bearers – Dave Huss Family
St. Catherine Finance Council: Randy Gerk, Tom Huss, Sarah Lueck
*Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Sacred Heart, Peetz
www.sacredheartpeetz.org

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA

Physical Address: 111 S. 5th St., Iliff, CO

Eucharistic Celebrations:
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday....................10:00 a.m.
2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..7:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART
Physical Address: 621 Logan St., Peetz, CO

Eucharistic Celebrations:
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday .……….………...8:00 a.m.
2nd and 4th Sunday...........……......10:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday .……….………...7:30 a.m.

Saturday, March 26 Hos 6:1-6 / Lk 18:9-14
Vocation Intention - 1st & 2nd Year College Seminarians

8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
5:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

Matt Montgomery
Robert Quint

Sunday, March 27 Jos 5:9a,10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3,11-32
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
Mary Mildenberger
8:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass Rudy Hernandez
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
Gertie Fogale
10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp.Mass Parishioners of all 3 parishes
Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 12:00p.m., & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Phone number (970)522-6422
St. Anthony’s Parish Library and Religious store
is open during normal parish office hours.

Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is useless, God
is merciful and will hear your prayer.
St. Pio of Pietrelcina

Let us remember these sick and suffering:
Rachael Kippes, Don Wolfe, Lori Schaefer,
Jay Armstrong, Lauren Dyess, John McMahon,
Peyton Herrboldt, Cheryl & Jim Martin, Aline Kennedy
To add someone, please contact the parish office at (970)522-6422.
Due to limited space, names will remain on the list two weeks,
then may be removed as necessary.

Prayers and Condolences are offered
to the families of Wendell Tompkins,
and Gerald Simpson. May they rest
in peace.

The Religious Education Dept. needs
newspapers as soon as possible. If you
would like to get rid of them, please bring
them to the Parish office. Thank you.

Last week’s collection:

$987.00

Sunday, March 27, 2022 10:00 am
Lector - Mary Uhlir
Servers – Luke Uhlir, Conner Jordan
Offertory – Jordan Family
Sacred Heart Finance Council: Randy Fehringer, Evelyn Gardiner,
Phil Schumacher
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Bulletin deadline is Thursday at 1:00 pm. Email
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