September 4, 2022
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Look out for #1!”
SAINT ANTHONY

You might be surprised to hear me say that, to a great extent, I agree with that
sentiment, “Look out for #1.” You also might say that that is very selfish on
my part. No, not at all. If we’re not foolish, if we’re truly wise, we must keep
our eyes, our lives, intently focused on #1. (Some of you might have already
figured out where I’m heading with this, namely, WHO is #1?)

Very Rev. Michael Bodzioch
Rev. Enrique Salazar
Deacon Ronald Michieli
326 South 3rd St.
Sterling, Colorado 80751
(970)522-6422

The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD, your God, has commanded
you. (Deut 5:16a)

Our Mission: May Christ’s grace renew us
to exercise His gifts. (see Rom 12:4-6)

For Sacramental Emergencies,
please call (970)520-3628.
Church Email: parish@saintanthonyssterling.org
Church Website: www.saintanthonyssterling.org

Holy Mass
Saturday Vigil .……...…..…….…........5:00 p.m.
Sunday.............................7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
Domingo (en Español)…..................12:00 p.m.
Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri.……………......12:00 p.m.
Tue...................................................5:30 p.m.
Saturday……..….……...…...…………..8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday………………………......….... 3:30 p.m.
and 30 minutes before scheduled Masses
First Friday—Eucharistic Exposition

Yet, Jesus teaches in today’s Gospel:
If any one comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
(Luke 14:26)
Hmmm. That presents a problem. Those two verses seem to contradict each
other. We are all invited to follow Jesus, to be one of His disciples. For those
who prefer to spend eternity in Heaven as opposed to eternity in Hell, we
must be His disciple. So, what are we to make of this seeming contradiction?
There is no contradiction. If we understand Jesus’ teaching method in the
Luke 14:26, we can then better understand what Jesus is teaching us in that
verse. Jesus is inviting us (He never forces) to make Him #1 in our lives, even
before family, friends, and all earthly, passing goods.
Jesus is using the technique of hyperbole, exaggeration, in order to get our
attention because we can easily be distracted from His loving wisdom. If He
had simply said “Make me #1 in your life,” would that have been nearly as
effective as using the words “hate others?” Those two words more easily
make us stop and pay attention to what truths He is trying to impart to us.
Luke 14:26 has certainly grabbed my attention, and I strive to apply it first to
myself and then seek to share that important truth, for example, in homilies or
in this reflection.

SACRED HEART
Physical Address: 621 Logan St., Peetz, CO

Eucharistic Celebrations:
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday .……….………...8:00 a.m.
2nd and 4th Sunday...........……......10:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday .……….………...7:30 a.m.

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA
Physical Address: 111 S. 5th St., Iliff, CO

Eucharistic Celebrations:
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday....................10:00 a.m.
2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..7:30 a.m.

I long to share this teaching with as many people as possible because we can
easily get our priorities seriously wrong, even when we have very good
intentions. For example, I have heard the following, perhaps you have too, or
perhaps you have said these or similar words: “For me/for Dad/for Mom/for
Grandpa/for Grandma, etc., Family is #1!” While I understand the sentiment,
love of family and friends, Jesus reminds us that for our own good, for our
own eternal good, He must be #1 in our lives. Love of God comes before love
of neighbor/family in Jesus’ teachings.
Why is this so, so important? Stop and think. I can think of two magnificent
reasons why Jesus must be #1 in our lives. 1) Only He can lead us to Heaven
and keep us out of Hell. Father, mother, husband, wife, children, priest, all
people, no one else can grant us eternity in Heaven. No one else. 2) If He is
truly #1 in our lives, He will shine through us and we will become better
fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children, priests, Catholics, because He is
the source of all goodness. Shouldn’t we all yearn for that? Well, then we
should strive to be His faithful disciple, make Him #1 in our lives. Then, we
will be holier people and He will one day, one fine day, bring us home. Jesus
longs to do that for us. May we all respond to His invitation and never put any
person or any worldly thing before obeying Him.
-Fr. Michael

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Sunday, September 4

Wis 9:13-18b / Phlm 9-10, 12-17 /
Lk 14:25-33
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Audrey Brekel
8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass Maria Tran Hue
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Bill & +Dan Etl
10:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass +Albert & +Marge Zink
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp.Mass Parishioners of all 3 parishes

*PLEASE NOTE: DAILY MASS IN HAGUS HALL
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
Monday, September 5
Labor Day

1 Cor 5:1-8 / Lk 6:6-11

Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Philosophy Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass +Pat & +Margaret Weigel
Tuesday, September 6

1 Cor 6:1-11 / Lk 6:12-19

Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Theology Seminarians
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Hours – Associates of the Sisters of
St. Francis-All welcome (lift door - Parish Center)

5:30 p.m. St. Anthony Mass Alan Samber
7:00 p.m. Bingo - Knights of Columbus Hall
Wednesday, September 7 1 Cor 7:25-31 / Lk 6:20-26
Vocational Intention - 3rd & 4th Year Theology Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

+Delores Padilla

Thursday, September 8 Mi 5:1-4a / Mt 1:1-6, 18-23
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vocation Intention – Vocations Ministry

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass +Gertrude Bernice Mitchell
Friday, September 9
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27 / Lk 6:39-42
Saint Peter Claver, Priest
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians

12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass
Saturday, September 10

Phillip & Jackie Loomis

1 Cor 10:14-22 / Lk 6:43-49

Vocation Intention - 1st & 2nd Year College Seminarians

8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass
5:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass

+Nicholas Reed
+Walt, +Mary, & +Vin Unrein

Sunday, September Ex 32:7-11, 13-14 / 1 Tim 1:12-17 /
Lk 15:1-32
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Mary Lauer
8:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass Parishioners of all 3 parishes
9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Patricia Dreher
10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass +Carolyn Fehringer
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp.Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions

Parish Office, Library, and Religious Store Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:00 am – Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
CLOSED FOR LUNCH FROM 12:00 PM UNTIL 1:00 PM
Phone number (970)522-6422

St. Raphael Counseling provides clinical counseling for
individuals, children, teens, couples and families. Our office is
located at St. Anthony’s Parish Center in Sterling. Please call
Dr. Dianna Haas, LPC at (970)520-9697 to schedule an
appointment.
Baptism: All parents and godparents will participate in a class with a
walk through with the priest or deacon prior to scheduling a baptism.
Please call the parish office to sign up.
Sacrament of Marriage: Notify the Parish office eight months in
advance of proposed marriage date to allow for adequate preparation.
Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Parish office if someone is ill,
homebound, or in need of the sacrament.
Quinceañera Ministry: Please call Caroline Lopez 970-522-9438 for
any questions or interest in celebration. Notify at least one year in
advance of proposed date for adequate preparation.
St. Anthony Pastoral Council Members:
Eddie Baughman, Cyler Beeson, Mike Ehrmann,
Bernice Reed, Mark Unrein, & Bobbi Zen.
St. Anthony Finance Council Members: Greg Etl, Dan Helgoth, Ron
Marostica, and Kristin Nichols.

St. Anthony of Padua, Sterling
Last week’s collection:
Maintenance collection:

$4,957.50
$ 320.00

We ask that you PLEASE use a separate check for Maintenance
donations because those contributions go into a different bank
account. Thank you.

Let us remember these sick and suffering:
Catherine Sator, Marilyn Gerk, Maria Tran Hue,
Lori Schaefer, Jim Loomis, Jackson Hammons,
Janice Bellendir, Kashlyn Gordanier, Neil Sanders,
Ron Weingardt, Lauren Dyess, Leo Sonnenberg
To add someone to the prayer list please contact the parish office during regular business
hours at (970)522-6422. Names will remain on the list a minimum of two weeks.

RCIA, the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults
This is the opportunity to experience and
value the Catholic Church and/or the
customs we follow. If you, or someone you
know would be interested, please join us for RCIA
classes to learn more about the Catholic faith. Call
the parish office at 970-522-6422 to sign-up. Classes
begin in September.

Please join us at Columbine Park for a
parish potluck Sunday, September 4,
after the noon Mass. Drinks and table
service will be provided, just bring
yourselves & a favorite dish to share!

Please join us for a Holy Hour and Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament Sunday, September 4 at
3:00 pm in Saint Anthony’s.
Catholic Daughters will meet Monday,
September 5, at 6:00 pm in the Knights of
Columbus Hall.
St. Anthony’s parish office will be closed
Monday, September 5, in honor of Labor
Day. We will reopen Tuesday, September 6 at
8:00 am. If you have a Sacramental emergency please
call our office, then press “1” when prompted.
Safe Environment certification class is being
offered at St. Anthony’s. This class is required for
new catechists and volunteers at Sacred Heart, St.
Anthony, and St. Catherine parishes. Two sessions are available,
6:30 pm, Thursday, September 8 & 7:00 pm, Tuesday, September 13. The
classes will be in the parish center, accessible from the north doors.
Pre-register at virtusonline.org, then on left hand side click yellow link
“Registration”.
In last week’s bulletin we announced a Chili
& Salsa Cook-Off contest, with proceeds to
go to the Religious Education Dept. What
we failed to mention were the fantastic
prizes!! (whoops ) Not only will you have
bragging rights if you win, you will also receive prize
money. 1st place is $200, 2nd place is $100, & 3rd place is
$50. Prizes are awarded for both chili and salsa entries.
Enter & have some fun, win some money, and help out a
good cause. Entry deadline is September 30.
We are asking parishioners who use the FORMED website to
please call the office and let us know. We need an accurate total
to help determine costs of renewal of our current subscription. If
you are using FORMED, please call the office at (970)522-6422.

St. Catherine of Siena, Iliff
www.saintcatherinesiliff.org

Last week’s collection: $490.00
Sunday, September 11 2022 8:00 am
EMHC* – Nick Lueck
Lector – Sarah Lueck
Servers – Joey & Taylor Hernandez,
Bailey Stromberger
Gift Bearers – Jeff & Kelsey Huss Family
St. Catherine Finance Council: Randy Gerk, Tom Huss, Sarah Lueck
*Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Fr. Enrique will lead Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion & Sacristan workshops for parishioners of St.
Catherine’s and Sacred Heart. The workshop for Sacred
Heart is Wednesday, September 7, at 6:30 pm in the church. The
workshop for St. Catherine is Wednesday, September 14, at 7:00 pm in
the church there as well. This workshop is mandatory for both active
EMHC’s & those who need to be re-certified. If you are interested in
becoming either an EMHC, or Sacristan you are invited to come as well.
Pre-registration is not necessary.

Sacred Heart, Peetz
www.sacredheartpeetz.org

Last week’s collection: $1,542.00
Sunday, September 11 2022 8:00 am
Lector – Mary Uhlir
Servers – Conner Jordan, Tyler Wanberg
Offertory – David Roelle Family
Sacred Heart Finance Council: Randy Fehringer, Evelyn Gardiner,
Phil Schumacher

The new 2022-23 Biblical and Catechetical
School classes begin next week!
Registration is still open even if information sessions are over! Don’t miss this
opportunity to mature into a deeper knowledge and love of our Lord and his
Church through an unforgettable study of the Faith and Scriptures to fortify
you for the journey ahead! Pick up a brochure at one of the parish entrances
to learn how to register for our classes! You can also call 303.715.3195 or
visit sjvlaydivision.org for more details.

Advertiser of the Week:
Lalmba Association is empowering the destitute and orphans of Kenya
and Ethiopia. Originally founded in Eritrea in 1963. We provide medical
and pre-medical care for more than 70,000 patients each year people who have no place else to turn, many of whom would die
without treatment. We teach people how to stay healthy so that they
can work to support themselves and their families.
The Lalmba Association will have a speaker at all Masses Saturday,
September 17 & Sunday, September 18 to talk about the amazing work
their mission is doing. If you are not able to attend one of the Masses
and you would like to help, their website is: lalmba@lalmba.org.

Bulletin deadline is Thursday at 1:00 pm. Email announcements to
parish@saintanthonyssterling.org

Thank you to all the
Bulletin Sponsors!
Remember
St. Catherine
Parish
in your will
Knights of Columbus
Sterling Council
No. 1559
Gr. Knight: Ron Schroeder
Fin. Secretary: Dennis Boren
Meeting Nights 2nd & 4th Thurs
Rosary 7:00pm Meeting 7:30pm
Knights of Columbus Hall

Remember
St. Anthony
Parish
in your will

Your Ad Could
Be Here!

Pregnant?
Need help?
Call Project Gabriel
1-800-713-3021

Please name
The Catholic
Foundation in your
will for the benefit
of our parishes.

Remember
Sacred Heart
Parish
in your will

